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June 2021 
Whitney Young Branch Library Percent for Art Commission     
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 

___________________________________________________________________ 

DEADLINE: AUGUST 8, 2021 (11:59 PM CST) 
 
SUMMARY OF THE OPPORTUNITY 
The City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events (DCASE), working with 
Chicago Public Library (CPL), Alderman Roderick Sawyer and the Whitney Young Library Public 
Art Advisory Committee (WYLPAAC) invites artists and artist teams to submit their qualifications 
for a public art commission in the outdoor courtyard of the Whitney Young Branch Library at 
415 E. 79th Street.   
 
Originally built in 1973, the library underwent a major renovation in 2019, shifting the entrance 
from the West side to the East side of the building and creating a new courtyard and plaza. 
Communities served by this branch are Chatham, Avalon Park, Greater Grand Crossing, Park 
Manor, Chesterfield, and parts of Englewood. The library is named to commemorate the legacy 
of Whitney M. Young, Jr. (1921-1971), a civil right and community leader and the executive 
director of the National Urban League. 
 
This public art commission will create an artwork that embraces the rich civil rights and 
entrepreneurial heritage of the communities served by the library. Artists are encouraged to 
look at the history of Chatham, an important neighborhood for African-American educators, 
professionals, and musicians, and civil rights activism in Chicago. The artwork should be 
representational and celebrate the everyday leaders who have a connection to the library and 
local community. Successful public art proposals will be sensitive to the building, the 
neighborhood and the residents who use the library.  
 
This project is generated by the City’s Percent-for-Art ordinance which dedicates 1.33% of 
construction costs of public buildings and their major renovations to public art. The total 
budget for this project is $18,500.  
 
PARTNER AGENCIES 
The Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events is dedicated to enriching Chicago’s 
artistic vitality and cultural vibrancy. This includes fostering the development of Chicago’s non-
profit arts sector, independent working artists and for-profit arts businesses; providing a 
framework to guide the City’s future cultural and economic growth, via the 2012 Chicago 
Cultural Plan; marketing the City’s cultural assets to a worldwide audience; and presenting high-
quality, free and affordable cultural programs for residents and visitors. DCASE administers the 
Chicago Public Art Program, which oversees commission projects such as this, as well as other 
publicly-funded temporary and permanent projects throughout the city, and the management 
of a collection of more than 500 works of art at over 150 municipal facilities, including libraries. 
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Since 1873, Chicago Public Library has encouraged lifelong learning by welcoming all people 
and offering equal access to information, entertainment and knowledge through innovative 
services and programs, as well as cutting-edge technology. Through its 80 locations, the Library 
provides free access to a rich collection of materials, both physical and digital, and presents the 
highest quality author discussions, exhibits and programs for children, teens and adults. The 
Chicago Public Library is additionally supported by the work of The Chicago Public Library 
Foundation. As the public library system grows and evolves to meet the diverse needs of the 
Chicago community, donors to the Library Foundation support the public library system’s most 
responsive and innovative programs, its acquisition of new technologies, and the development 
of its collections.  
 
The Whitney Young Library Public Art Advisory Committee consists of library staff and 
representatives of the community to advise the selection and commission process.  
Members are: 
Mitchell Smith, Whitney Young Library Branch Manager 
Stacie Williams, Division Chief, Archives and Special Collections, Chicago Public Library  
* Nedra Sims Fears, Greater Chatham Initiative 
* Carmen Gardner, The Momentum Management Group 
* Candace Hunter, artist  
* denotes community representatives 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORY  
Chatham is a well-established and beloved South Side community for African-American 
professionals, entrepreneurs and musicians, who began moving to the neighborhood in the 
1950s. In 1860 the area was a low-lying swamp utilized by the railroads. In the 1920s, 9,774 
people lived in Chatham, many of whom were European-born. By 1930 a building boom and 
population growth increased Chatham’s population to more than 36,000. Irish and Swedish 
immigrants were the dominant communities. In the 1940s substantial housing stock was built 
by private developers in the neighborhood. This stimulated Chatham’s growth through the 
1940s and the 1950s. Chatham has the distinction of being perhaps the only neighborhood in 
Chicago that developed from a European-American middle-class community into a community 
of middle-class African-American professionals and service workers. The Black population was 
less than 1 percent in 1950, rose to 64 percent by 1960 and by 1970 had reached its still current 
level of 98 percent. Notable residents include Ernie Banks, Senator Carol Moseley Braun, 
Senator Roland Burris, Chance the Rapper, Thomas Dorsey, Mahalia Jackson, and George E. 
Johnson, Jr. (Johnson’s Products). 

ARTWORK SITE DESCRIPTION 

The courtyard is visible from both inside and outside the library. It is a secure open-air room 
entered from the interior of the library. It is adjacent to a general reading area and the 
children’s reading room. There is a tree in the center of the space and three benches along the 
walls. The commissioned artwork must be durable for permanent exterior installation as the 
courtyard is a secure outdoor location. Suitable media may include stainless steel, laminated 
glass, ceramic, painted or galvanized metal, tempered glass panel and other durable materials. 
Dimensions of the courtyard are approximately 31’ x 24’ x 17’. (See images below.) 
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The library features artwork by two significant Chicago artists: two staffs by David Philpot and a 
portrait of Mr. Philpot by Marc Hauser.  
 
The library houses an African American history collection, intentionally built over many years.  
 
SITE IMAGES 

 
East facade 

 
Courtyard views 
  
SUMMARY OF THE PROCESS 
Following an open request for qualifications, community stakeholders and arts professionals 
will review applications. DCASE and CPL will solicit design proposals from 3 selected artist 
finalists for an artwork to be installed in the courtyard.  
 
ELIGIBILITY 
This commission opportunity is open to individual professional artists or artist teams with a 
history of executing outdoor artworks of the highest quality. While there is no residency 
requirement for eligibility, the selection panel may prioritize artists with connections to the 
Chatham community. 
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BUDGET  
Each finalist will be paid a $500.00 honorarium to develop a proposal.   
 
The budget for commission and implementation of artwork is $18,500.00, inclusive of all costs 
necessary to complete the project, including but not limited to artist fee, design and 
engineering fees, professional insurance, contractor fees, materials, equipment rentals, 
transportation and delivery, site preparation, installation, and post-installation site clean-up  
 
SCHEDULE *All dates are approximate. 

STAGE START END WEEKS 

RFQ (Open Call) 6/14 8/8 9 

Review of artists’ qualifications  8/9 8/25 2 

Semi-finalists Request for Proposals (RFP) issued 8/26 10/6 6 

Review of designs 10/7 10/21 2 

Commission awarded/contracted 10/22 11/4 2 

Final design development/artist community engagement TBD TBD 
Up to one 

year 

Site preparation, installation, clean up. TBD TBD As needed 

 
RESPONSES TO THIS REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS WILL ONLY BE ACCEPTED IN DIGITAL 
FORMAT SUBMITTED VIA EMAIL TO: publicart@cityofchicago.org 
 
WHAT TO SUBMIT:  

o Letter of Intent: A one-page letter stating your interest in this project and your 
related experience or qualifications. Please tell us about your approach to 
opportunities of this nature; your typical community engagement strategy; what you 
bring to this project and if you have community connections or a relationship to the 
neighborhood.  
o Work samples: 6 to 10 individual images of your artwork most relevant to how 
you will propose to address this commission opportunity. Jpegs only.  
o Annotated Image List of work samples (for each image submitted provide the 
title/date/media/budget, along with a very brief description if helpful)  
o CV/Resume (Note: if you are applying as an artist team, one CV per team 
member)  

  
Documents may be submitted in Word or PDF.   
Individual Work Sample images must be Jpegs.   
The Annotated Image List may be Word or PDF and may include thumbnail images.  
Applications may be submitted through Dropbox. 

 

DEADLINE: AUGUST 8, 2021 (11:59 PM CST) 
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
If you have additional questions regarding how to develop or submit an application for this 
project DCASE is accepting email questions. 
  
Questions may be emailed to:  
 Nathan Mason, Curator of Collections and Public Art, DCASE 

publicart@cityofchicago.org 
 
ADDENDUM: FURTHER RESOURCES 

Additional archival resources about the library and its service area available at the Harold 
Washington Library Center Special Collections and the Vivian Harsh Collection at the Woodson 
Regional Library. 
  

https://www.chipublib.org/fa-david-gremp-photographs/   
- Photos documenting the Chatham neighborhood  

  
https://www.chipublib.org/fa-chatham-grand-crossing-community-collection/  

- Chatham-Grand Crossing Community Collection 

 
 https://www.chipublib.org/fa-calumet-region-community-collection/  

- Calumet Region Community Collection  
 
https://www.chipublib.org/archival_post/afro-american-genealogical-and-historical-society-of-
chicago-archives/ -  

- Genealogical organization  
  
https://www.chipublib.org/fa-madeline-stratton-morris-papers/   

- Madeline Stratton Papers: educator who taught at Neil Elementary  
  
https://www.chipublib.org/fa-fern-gayden-papers-2/  

- Fern Gayden Papers: artist and writer worked with South Side Art Center  
  
https://www.chipublib.org/archival_post/leroy-bryant-papers/   

- LeRoy Bryant Papers: chair of Black Studies at Chicago State University  
  
https://www.chipublib.org/archival_post/houston-and-cora-bowman-papers/   

- Houston and Cora Bowman Papers: founders, Trinity United Church of Christ  
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